Using the SES: a guide for researchers
The 2026 Scottish Election Study dataset contains a two-wave panel dataset conducted before and after the 2026 Scottish Parliament election.
What can you do with the SES?
The assembled variables allow researchers to:
1. track variation across demographic, socio-economic, political and geographic groups in campaign engagement, support for different constitutional options, trust in political institutions and party leaders, and satisfaction with government performance on the economy, health and education
1. identify predictors of vote choice for both the constituency and regional list vote, including vote switching since the 2021 and 2024 elections
1. identify predictors of voter turnout and of non-voting
1. compare pre- and post-election attitudes directly, since the same respondents were interviewed in both waves
1. build a longer pseudo time series by linking respondents to earlier Scottish and British election studies using the unique identifiers included in the dataset (for example w1ID_2024, w1ID_2021 and w1ID_BES)
The pre-election wave ran for four weeks before the election and each week has been assigned individual weights.  As a result, researchers can use the data to track how attitudes to the government, vote intention, government approval, political interest, trust or efficacy changed as election day approached.
The dataset can be used by individual researchers who are interested in voting behaviour, political engagement, nationalism, national identity, Scottish and British politics.
Where to find the dataset
All SES data are available via the SES website: https://scottishelections.ac.uk/data/ Earlier versions of SES data are also deposited with the UK Data Archive
For researchers
Beyond the general uses outlined above, the SES’s design supports work that goes beyond descriptive analysis of a single election. In particular, researchers can:
1. test spatial/proximity models of voting using directly comparable self-versus-party placements on left-right, tax-and-spend, growth-versus-environment, and a 0–10 scale running from abolishing the Scottish Parliament to independence, for the SNP, Scottish Labour and Reform UK Scotland
1. study national identity as a driver of vote choice and turnout using various national identity measures, including Moreno-style and strength variables, along side Yes/No independence identity questions and strength follow-ups, alongside a parallel Leaver/Remainer Brexit identity question and strength follow-up
1. test second-order election and multilevel-voting theories directly, since respondents were asked whether their Holyrood vote was driven mainly by Scottish considerations, UK-wide considerations, or (in Wave 2) the Scotland–UK relationship specifically
1. exploit several embedded experiments for causal analysis: a three-arm question-wording experiment on the perceived mandate for a second independence referendum; the randomised assignment of which additional party’s “group interest” battery a respondent received; randomised additional favourability ratings for independence and union supporters; and the randomised fourth party in the open-ended “three words to describe this party” battery
1. study affective and anti-compromise polarisation using the statement on MSPs who compromise with parties they disagree with
1. analyse genuine within-campaign dynamics rather than a single snapshot, since Wave 1 was released in four weekly tranches with tranche-specific weights, and compare pre- and post-election attitudes directly using the same respondents in both waves
1. build a longer mixed cross-sectional/longitudinal design by linking consenting respondents to the 2024, 2021, 2019, 2016, 2014, 2011 and 2007 Scottish and British election surveys via the unique identifiers included in the dataset
1. study panel attrition and non-response directly, since retention between waves is documented by routing group and the merge indicator distinguishes Wave 1-only from both-wave respondents
1. study tactical voting and split-ticket behaviour using the separately asked constituency and list vote reasons, the “which party did you vote for to stop” items, and the derived constituency/list alignment recodes
Shaping future surveys
The SES team reserves dedicated space in SES surveys – both the p/post election surveys and the regular SCOOP monitor polls in February, June and October each year – for researchers, with ringfenced space for early career researchers. If you need data for dissertations or pilot studies please do contact us with question proposals.

