Using the SES: a guide for teachers and pupils
The 2026 Scottish Election Study dataset contains a two-wave panel dataset conducted before and after the 2026 Scottish Parliament election.
What can you do with the SES?
The assembled variables allow researchers to:
1. track variation across demographic, socio-economic, political and geographic groups in campaign engagement, support for different constitutional options, trust in political institutions and party leaders, and satisfaction with government performance on the economy, health and education
1. identify predictors of vote choice for both the constituency and regional list vote, including vote switching since the 2021 and 2024 elections
1. identify predictors of voter turnout and of non-voting
1. compare pre- and post-election attitudes directly, since the same respondents were interviewed in both waves
1. build a longer pseudo time series by linking respondents to earlier Scottish and British election studies using the unique identifiers included in the dataset (for example w1ID_2024, w1ID_2021 and w1ID_BES)
The pre-election wave ran for four weeks before the election and each week has been assigned individual weights.  As a result, researchers can use the data to track how attitudes to the government, vote intention, government approval, political interest, trust or efficacy changed as election day approached.
The dataset can be used by individual researchers who are interested in voting behaviour, political engagement, nationalism, national identity, Scottish and British politics.
Where to find the dataset
All SES data are available via the SES website: https://scottishelections.ac.uk/data/ Earlier versions of SES data are also deposited with the UK Data Archive
Using the SES in the classroom

The SES can be used as a classroom resource at secondary school — by teachers planning lessons, and by pupils carrying out their own research or coursework. The dataset includes responses from secondary-school age pupils and so can offer to students a way to learn how to analyse data while using information about their own cohort.
For teachers of National 5/Higher Applications of Mathematics, National 5/Higher/Advanced Higher Mathematics and Advanced Higher Statistics

The SES is a large-scale survey dataset with real sampling and weighting decisions behind it, which makes it well suited to the statistical skills built into these courses. Pupils can:
1. work with the survey weights to see why raw percentages from a quota sample need to be adjusted to be representative — a concrete example of the effects of bias and sample size
1. construct and interpret boxplots, pie charts and bar graphs of party support, turnout, trust or campaign engagement broken down by age, gender or region
1. calculate and compare mean, median, mode, range, interquartile range and standard deviation across demographic subgroups, for example how spread out left-right self-placement is across age groups
1. draw a line of best fit, or explore correlation, between two attitude scales, for example constitutional preference and trust in the Scottish Government
1. investigate the effects of sample size and non-response using the four weekly release tranches in Wave 1 and the 74% retention rate between Wave 1 and Wave 2
1. at Advanced Higher, use the panel’s real sampling design, weighting and attrition as worked examples for teaching on sampling methods, confidence intervals and hypothesis testing
For teachers of National 5/Higher/Advanced Higher Modern Studies and Higher Politics

The SES speaks directly to several areas of the Modern Studies and Politics course specifications, particularly Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom and, for Politics, the evaluation of factors affecting the electoral performance of political parties. Pupils can:
1. test claims about factors influencing voting behaviour — including class, age and media, which both National 5 and Higher Modern Studies specify — against real demographic breakdowns of vote choice, rather than received wisdom
1. use the SES’s questions on the Additional Member System and constituency/list vote choice to support work on the strengths and weaknesses of the voting system used to elect MSPs
1. use the knowledge, efficacy and trust questions as real measures of political knowledge, participation and trust in political institutions
1. use debate-watching, newspaper readership and social media use variables as evidence for the role of the media and campaigning in elections
1. use SES tables and charts as stimulus material for source-based skills — drawing and supporting conclusions, detecting objectivity, and evaluating reliability — since pupils can be told exactly how the sample was drawn and weighted, which is rarely possible with a news source
1. use SES results as one of the two independently-sourced pieces of evidence required for the National 5 assignment, or as research evidence for the Higher assignment

School Visits

The SES conducts classroom visits around Scotland, often in conjunction with the Stevenson Trust for Citizenship (University of Glasgow).  We have recently conducted school visits in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Oban, Ullapool and Inverness.  If you would like a member of the SES team to visit your school to talk about the data from the SES please do get in touch.
